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Hurricane Response

In the past months hurricanes Gustav and Ike tore througland volunteers do whatever is needed whenever they can.
the southern United States leaving great marks of destruc- Jill Becker was assigned to a feeding station which was
tion. The American Red Cross was initially sent to provideble to serve upwards of 8000 people. Later she worked
shelter and necessities for those unable to return to theiron an ERV (Emergency Response Vehicle) until Hurricang
homes after Gustav. In the midst of rescue efforts, Hurritkke began its entrance into the southern US. In Marerro
cane lke began its entry into LA, Jill became an assistant manager in a shelter where
the already devastated areas. she helped handle problems as they arose under the direc-
Washington and Oregon de- tion of the shelter manager. When her manager became
ployed more volunteers at injured, Jill took over as shelter manager and did a fantas-
the beginning of these natu- tic job running and closing the shelter. During the hurri-
ral disasters than any other canes everyone had a place in the various Red Cross shel
state. Volunteers from the 4§ SNA 'y R WAff Qa dSt g2NJ] S
Blue Mountain chapter included Jill Becker, Steve Stevemvas cared for and prepared with a plan for When they left
son, Betsy Nemitz, Jerry Lyford, Dixie Ferguson, Lois Petied shelter
and Sue Bell.
Deployment to a disaster area involves a large amourEsss
of travel and flexibility. Most volunteers do not stay in theZ!
cities in which they are initially assigned; as need chang
the operations send volunteers where they are mos Thibedeaux, Dumas and
needed. Our volunteers ended their time in a number o= " Houma.  Shelter structures
different cities in Louisiana and Texas. In each city, voluand Iocatlons vary from high schools to restaurant parking
teers are asked to do anything from providing basic hulots to wherever there is ample space and opportunity.
man comfort to setting up and running large shelter facili-Volunteers, like Lois, adapt and manage large groups of
ties. Volunteers are usually placed in positions where thegeople in these new spaces to provide much needed
have experience, but volunteering is a learning process

2 Lois Pegel also worked in
¥ shelters during the two hurri-
canes. Lois worked with
& Health Services in shelters in

health care to disaster victims as well as the numerous Red
Cross volunteers.
The American Red Cross opened 900 shelters, serveq

over 14 million meals and deployed more than 20,000 vol-
unteers to the Hurricane devastated area. Even with such
numbers, the American Red Cross is continually in need of
dedicated volunteers and dedicated community members
to assist in continuing the effective responses of these re-
cent emergencies into future national and local disasters.
During a disaster a $25 donation provides five blankets at an
emergency shelter; $75 covers a medical appointment for
an injured individual; and $350 provides one day of emer-
gency food and shelter for 25 disaster victims.

Dixie Ferguson, Betsy Nemitz, Lois Pegel, Steve Stevenson, Jill Becker, Sue Bell and Jerry Lyford

174

A . . _
l:" Printed on 100% post consumer waste/acid free paper by 123 Printing, Walla Walla

KT



Local NEWS
| etter from the Executive Director

As we move into the winter months very dedicated organizations in Wallamake an online contribution of
and the Holiday Season the possibilityWalla and Columbia Counties thatb m 1 ®n n ® ¢jugt € dol@ra. I f
of house fires become greater. It work hard to fight homelessness 1000 individuals contribute $10 we
becomes an especially dangerousThe Homeless Coalition, Helpline,

time for families who are trying to Christian Aid Center, Timothy Project, 410N 4

stay warm in sukstandard housing. and the Salvation Army. Alongside lﬂ)U)UJ.K.nJUJ

Space heaters, holiday candles, andthese organizations the American Red

Christmas trees all raise the possibility Cross provides one of the safety netswill be able to continue offering im-
of disaster striking without warning. to fight homelessness when a housemediate assistance with food, cloth-
Here in Walla Walla more and more fire makes a family homeless. ing, and shelter this winter. Tell a
people are finding themselves in living As our economy slows and jobs friend to do the same.

situations that are marginal at best. become scarce the needs will be more

When a family becomes homelessacute. During the Great Depression

because of a fire they often have diffi- people survived by helping each other

—n

culty finding another place to live that in small ways. They did not have a lot Sincerely,
is affordable. to share, but they were able to do

I have become very concerned great things with the little they did W
o2dzi aK2YSt Saaysaawgd |xnow that tirhes aré todgh | == %@/
and the surrounding area. We are and dollars are more precious.
often lulled into complacency by the  So, | am asking you to share a little. Terry E. Hackney
affluence of Walla Walla. The home-If you are an internet user go to our Executive Director
less of our community simply go un- website at www.bmcredcross.org,
noticed. Fortunately, there are some Of A Ol 2y (GKS &a5hb! ¢9¢ odzid2y YR

Hometown Heroes ..

Fourth Annual Hometown
Heroes Breakfast

Once again the American Red Cross will be joining
area businesses to honor our local hometown
heroes.
Do you know a hero who
deserves recognition?

There are many unsung heroes in our community,
and we need your help finding them. The Blue
Mountain Chapter of the American Red Cross will
host the 4th Annual Hometown Heroes Breakfast
on March 11, 2009. We are seeking nominations

for the 2009 awardsNomination forms are avail-
able online atwww.bmcredcross.organd at the
American Red Cross, 175 S. Park Street, Walla Compassion in Action

Walla, WA 99362. Spirit of the Red Cross Award

Lifetime Service Award
Deadline: January 9, 2009

You can nominate a local hero
in the following categories:

Law Enforcement

Good Samaritan
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Abenroth Builders
Virginia Alllred
Luetta Anderson
Beatrice Avery
Dorthry Bade
Elizabeth M Baker
Beverly Balmer
Shirley J. Bateman
Joe Baur
Virginia Beckel
Ella Benefiel
Katherine Benzel
Steve & Nona Benzel
Harold Benzel
William Berney
J.R. Bishop
Theodore Bjerke
James Blakely
David Bloomquist
Blue Mountain Community
Foundation
Tim & Suzan Boutz
C. B. Brittain Jr.
Claude Brodhead
June Broman
William & Joi Brown

Wilmer Bryan
Sarah Burch
Eleanor P. Burgess
Keith Campbell
Laurine C. Campbell
Frank Carlile
Alice Chaney
Robert Chapman
David Cowles
Jerry Cundiff
Mary Curcio
Marguerite Daltoso
Helen Damewood
Barbara Daniel
John Davidson
Donald & Orletta Dealy
Naomi Dodd
Patricia Donovan
Marilyn Drayton
Joann Drumbheller

Thank You Donors

For Your Generous Support

James Ellis
Gayla Ernst
Gerald & Betty Eyestone
La Vonne R. Filla
Ina Fogarty
Dee Forsythe
Ethel Foster
Fern Fraiser

Audrey Fuchs
Donna Fuzy
John & Ava Gagnon
William & Terri Gilbert
Michael Gisi
Albert Grable
Martha Gray
Donald Greenwalt
Alice I. Greethurst
Evelyn Groulik
Paul M Gruzensky
Craig Gunsul
Laurel Hackney
Lois Hahn
Dieter Hain
Delbert Hansen
Ruth Hanson
Maxine Hargreaves
Arthur Harms
Robert Hawkins
MaryJane Hendricks
Marilyn Hewitt
| Lloyd & Lorena Hoffman
Erma Hogenson
Doris Huddell
Clifford Huss
Dale & Dorothy Hutchens
June lkeda
Beverly Jantz
Hilda Jaussard
Mary Johnson
Don & Sharon Johnson
Edward J. Jones
Richard & Mary Ellen Juris
Byron Kaczmarski
Barbara Kenney
Robert Kibler
Mary Kluehe

Ronald & Maybelle Leinbach

Lorene Libby
Kathy Lindgren
Donna Livingston
Walton Lloid
Betty Lodmell
D Michael Loney
W.E. "Long, MD"
John Lorhmann
Elaine Lynch
Martha Mason
Bytha Mathews
James N. Mattis
Betty Mayberry
Barbara McAvoy

James & Jayne McCarthy
Floyd McCauley
Sarita McCaw
Leon Mehlenbacher
Don Meiners
Franklin Messinger
Harriet Michael
Donna Morasch
Alma Morgan
Jack Morrison
Burnace Mortensen
George & Evelyn Murray
Karen Nelson
Erma Nielsen
Marilyn Noble
Judith Noland
Arlo Palmer
Mary Patton
William Payne
W. W. Peery
Lois Pegel
Louis Perry
Mary Peterson
Marie E. Petrello
Hollibert Phillips
Eugene Pope
Olive Price
Margaret Price
Lynn & Nina Prohaska
Quality Smith LLC
Tyler M. Ray

Leslie Rhoads
Robert & Sharla Rhodes
Carlos Rios
Karen Robison
Hazel Root
Frances Roth
Stephen Rubin
Gustavo & Maria Saldival
Hlynn Savage
Barbara Seiner
Margaret Selby
Rev. John Shannon
Nancy Jo Shorten
Velma Sickles
Russ & Dorothy Smith
Dean Smith
Georgia Smith
Clarence Smith
Eugene Soper
Gene Spangrude
Timothy & Cathy Stewart
Jeff Stidham
Neil O. Storey
Tuia Tapuni
Delbert & Marian Tash
Gerald W Taylor
Doris Teal
Norma Thompson
Margaret Thompson
Susan Todhunter
Victoria ToppaneCoers
Ed & Judy Townsend
Helen Tucholke
Dee Tucker
Valley Transit
William Van Beek
Phyllis Wagner
Alvin Wahl
Diane Walk
Walla Walla OMS
Judy Weber
Wayne Welch
Katie Williams
Ralph & Anne Wiseman
Audrey Wright
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